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ANALEC: a New Tool for the Dynamic
Annotation of Textual Data

Fréderic Landragin, Thierry Poibeau and Bernard Victorri

ANALEC is a new tool which aim is to bring together corpus annotation, visualization and query management. The main idea is to provide a unified and
dynamic way of annotating textual data. ANALEC allows researchers to dynamically build their own annotation scheme and use the possibilities of scheme
revision, data querying and graphical visualization during the annotation process. Each query result can be visualized using a graphical representation that
puts forward a set of annotations that can be directly corrected or completed. Text annotation is then considered as a cyclic process. Statistics like
frequencies and correlations make it possible to verify annotated data on the fly during the annotation.
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Designing an annotation scheme is a major issue that requires a ‘trial and error’ strategy. Moreover, data annotation is not a static process but a dynamic
one, which depends on corpus visualization and data queries. The goal of ANALEC is to allow researchers to dynamically build their own annotation
scheme, using the possibilities of partial annotation, dynamic scheme revision, data querying and visualization during the annotation procedure itself.
ANALEC includes three kinds of computation and visualization modules to analyse annotated data: frequencies, correlations, and geometrical
representations. With these modules, it is possible to observe and prove linguistic hypotheses in vivo, directly from the observation of the data.
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