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Transcription of speech in ANCOR
<div type="section" xml:id="s2">

<timeline>
<when absolute="3.531" xml:id="t2.0"/>
[...]

</timeline>
<u start="#t7.0" who="#spk2" xml:id="u7"
end="#t7.19">

[...]
<w xml:id="u7-w76">au</w>
<w xml:id="u7-w77">moment</w>
<w xml:id="u7-w78">où</w>
<w xml:id="u7-w79">je</w>
<w xml:id="u7-w80">me</w>
<w xml:id="u7-w81">suis</w>
<w xml:id="u7-w82">marié</w>
<w xml:id="u7-w83">en</w>
<w xml:id="u7-w84">juillet</w>
<w xml:id="u7-w85">soixante-sept</w>

</u>
</div>

• Porting from Transcriber’s (Barras et al. 1998) TRS internal format
• No loss of expressivity
•Much more precise metadata and semantic markup
• Useful extensions for overlapping utterances (that had to be reconstituted)
• Allows for a reference segmentation using <tei:w>

Coreference annotations in ANCOR
<standOff>

<annotation type="coreference">
<spanGrp type="unit" subtype="mention">

<span from="#u7-w76" to="#u7-w77" xml:id="m31" ana="#m31-fs"/>
<span from="#u7-w84" to="#u7-w85" xml:id="m32" ana="#m32-fs"/>
[...]

</spanGrp>
<linkGrp type="relation" subtype="coreference">

<link target="#m31 #m32" xml:id="r20"/>
[...]

</linkGrp>
<linkGrp type="schema" subtype="chain">

<link target="#m31 #m32 #m40" xml:id="c12"/>
[...]

</linkGrp>
</annotation>

</standOff>

• The original motivation for the format creation (Grobol, Landragin, et al. 2017)
• Ported from Glozz (Widlöcher et al. 2012) annotations interspersed in the orig-
inal TRS files
–Our version is far easier to parse
• Based on the URS annotation metamodel implemented in TEI XML
• Uses experimental stand-off TEI markup (Romary 2017)
–Allows complex parallel annotation layers
– Easier parsing of the main content and linking with the annotations
–Possibility of annotations crossing discourse (utterance) boundaries, discon-
tinuous annotations…

• Similar, but not identical to the upcoming ISO RAF serialization (ISO 2018)

Perspectives

• Improve compacity, reduce verbosity (via StandOff evolutions)
• Improve the compatibility with RAF serialization (as soon as the standard is
published)
• Develop further visualization/edition facilities and integrate with existing ones
• Publish ODD/Schematron specifications and documentation and propagate

Dependency syntax in ANCOR-AS

<standOff>
<annotation type="syntax">

<div type="multiword-token">
<expan xml:id="tree10-w6-7" n="6-7" corresp="#u7-w76">

<w xml:id="u7-w76.1">à</w>
<w xml:id="u7-w76.2">le</w>

</expan>
</div>
<div type="tree" xml:id="tree10">

<spanGrp type="unit" subtype="word">
[...]
<span target="#u7-w76.1" n="6" xml:id="tree10-w6"/>
<span target="#u7-w76.2" n="7" xml:id="tree10-w7"/>
<span target="#u7-w77" n="8" xml:id="tree10-w8"/>
[...]

</spanGrp>
<linkGrp type="relation" subtype="dependency">

[...]
<link target="#tree10-w8 #tree-10-w6" xml:id="tree10-d6"/>
<link target="#tree10-w8 #tree-10-w7" xml:id="tree10-d7"/>
<link target="#tree10-w3 #tree-10-w8" xml:id="tree10-d8"/>
[...]

</linkGrp>
[...]

</div>
</annotation>

</standOff>

• Extends URS to include dependency syntax in the UD (Nivre et al. 2016) formal-
ism (Grobol, Tellier, et al. 2018)
– Take into account diverging segmentations
–Allows for separate annotation of merged words as in (fr) du→ de le
– Full typing/feature structure for dependencies (overkill for UD)
• Synchronization of syntax and coreference annotations, even in problematic
cases e.g. mentions not fitting to a subtree
•Main issue: considerably heavier files, not necessarily easily human-readable

Democrat and TXM platform

• Motivation: have the two big coreference corpora —ANCOR (Muzerelle et al.
2013) and DEMOCRAT (Landragin 2016) — in similar formats
• Development of a general purpose annotation tool in TXM (Heiden 2010) suit-
able for DEMOCRAT
• TXM already uses an XML-TEI format for its internal purposes
→Heavy ad-hoc metadata that would not make sense outside of TXM
– The similarities and standard interface made the integration of XML-TEI-URS
relatively straightforward

• Reduces duplication in annotation versioning and parallel annotations
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